
CiTY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

June 16.2025

Attending In-Person: Mayor Doug Farnsley; Council Members John Clark, John Evans, Don

Gibson, David Holmes, and Sandra Leonard; Police Chief Tony Denham, Asst. Police Chief Michael

McKeehan, C.A.O. and City Clerk John S. Carter

Participating Remotely; Council Member Christian Furman; Director of Public Works Ron Cundiff

Absent: City Attorney F. Chris Gorman

Call to Order

Mayor Farnsley called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Approval of Minutes

Council Member Evans moved to approve the minutes of the June 2, 2025 special council

meeting, seconded by Council Member Clark, and the motion passed unanimously.

Citizen Comments

● None.

Mayor's Report

● The mayor noted that the budget ordinance on the agenda this evening has been revised

from the initial ordinance presented at the June 2, 2025 council meeting and thus will

require a first reading. Changes to the version of the proposed budget presented on June

2, 2025, include:

o The budget projects an $80K increase in ad valorem tax based on new construction

in the Breakers and Hunting Green neighborhoods,

o The state's compensating rate is 17.40 per $100 of valuation. The rate proposed

in Ordinance 653, Series 2025 is 18.30 per $100 of valuation,

o The additional revenue raised will be appropriated to fund additional U.S. Hwy 42

safety improvements, repaving of several city road, development of the

boardwalk from City Hall to Putney Pond, a 3% employee cost of living adjustment,

and replacement of several computer workstations,

o The new budget also raises the salary of the police chief, the assistant police chief,

and part-time officers to remain competitive with nearby police departments of

similar size.
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● The mayor welcomed the University of North Carolina's Morehead-Cain scholars, Misha

Logisa, Sriya Amineni, Mariel Ottinger and Elise Chang, to the council meeting. The schol

ars are assisting the city with sustainability efforts, including increasing resident partici

pation with recycling and exploring the feasibility of the city moving to solar powered

streetlamps and electric vehicles.

● Today Prospect's attorneys advised that the Kentucky Supreme Court has decided not to

review the zoning change approved by Louisville Metro Council that permits LOG to move

forward with its proposed apartment building along Timber Ridge Drive.

● log's separate lawsuit against the city has had Its July trial date postponed. A new trial

date is expected to be set soon.

● Over 100 people attended the concert by the Ron Jones Quartet at the John Evans Pavilion

on June 8**’. Additional concerts are scheduled throughout the summer.

● The current 'Pop-Up' Art Exhibition at City Hall will continue through August 22"^. The
mayor thanked Becky Culbreth and all the Art Committee members for their work pre

paring art exhibits.

● Due to poor weather conditions on June 14^^ Prospect's 2"'^ annual Kids Fest has been re
scheduled to October 19*^.

Financial Reports

The City Administrator presented a synopsis of the city's finances for May, 2025.

● Cash on hand totaled approximately $3.9 million, of which approximately $2.47 million is
unrestricted funds.

● The city's income has now exceeded budgeted revenue by 3%. The city has spent

approximately 90% of its budgeted expenses.

● The capital project fund balance is approximately $98K.

● The restricted Road Aid Fund balance is approximately $140K.

Commission and Board Reports

On behalf of the Forestation Board, Board Member Connie Kuhn, presented an oral report:

● The board has had recent discussions on ideas for promoting the Canopy Tree program.

● The board continues to take and answer questions from the public regarding tree planting

and hazardous tree mitigation.

● The board will have a table at the city's July 4*^ celebration promoting the planting of trees

in Prospect.

● The board is seeking the appointment of a new board member after a recent board

member's resignation.

Other Reports

Council Member Leonard reported that the Jefferson County League of Cities [JCLC] has not met

since June 2, 2025. There will be no board meeting or member meeting during July. The next
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board meeting is set for August; however the next members' meeting will not take place until

September.

Police Report;

Police Chief Denham reported:

● The details of the written report on arrests and call responses were presented.

● Several warrants have recently been issued for the arrest of several Kroger shoplifters.

● There have been no more reports of vehicle thefts or break-ins since the incidents early
in June.

● The department has recently replaced all its flak vests with funds from a recent grant

through the Kentucky Attorney General.

● The department has deployed new speed carts in city neighborhoods.

Old Business

● Council Member Holmes moved for the second reading and passage of Ordinance 653,

Series 2025, AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING AN AD VALOREM TAX RATE FOR THE CITY OF

PROSPECT FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JULY 1, 2025, AND ENDING JUNE 30, 2026,

seconded by Council Member Clark. A roll call vote was held: Yea: Clark, Evans and

Holmes. Nay: Furman, Gibson and Leonard. Mayor Farnsley voted Aye to break the tie,

and the motion passed 4-3.
This ordinance set the 2025 ad valorem tax rate to be levied on real property at $0,183

per $100 of valuation.

New Business

● Council Member Evans moved for the first reading of Ordinance 654, Series 2025, AN

ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING THE BUDGET FOR THE GENERAL FUND, MUNCIPAL ROAD AID

AND CAPTIAL PROJECT FUND OF THE CITY OF PROSPECT FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING

JULY 1, 2025, AND ENDING JUNE 30, 2026, seconded by Council Member Clark. A roll call

vote was held: Yea: Clark, Evans, Furman, Holmes, and Leonard Nay: Gibson. The motion

passed 5-1.

Adjournment: Council Member Evans moved to adjourn, seconded by Council Member Leonard,

and the motion passed unanimously. Mayor Farnsley declared the meeting adjourned at 7:40

p.m.

Approved:Prepared by:

Douglass Farnsley, MaytJf'S. Carter, QJ

This meeting was live-streamed on YouTube.
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